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| “=mePreamble

The Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO) is prasently
engaged in diatcgue with Canadians following the release of
Discussion Document 2 *Understanding the Choices”. As Canadians
from acrass the country gather to discuss the management choices,
the Sakitawak Melis Nation has held a2 specizal dialogue sessien in the
heart of Canada's uranium mining industry.

The Norithwest Saskaichewan "Site-Specific” dialogue project has
successfully tapped the experience and understanding of people living
in close proximity to Canada's largest uranium mining operations.
adding valuable insight to the NWMOQ consultation process, The
norihwest dialogue was held on October 21-23,2004 znd included
representatives from 19 towns and villages (pre-dominantly Métis
population), five First Nations communities (Cree and Dene, mining
industry and the NWMO.

The format for the dizlogue project was an intensive two day, two
night retreat, with participants interviewed in person and in focus
groups for more in-depth exploration of the issues. This format was
thought to add value to the feedback expected from open public
dialogue in other parts of the country,
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impsct on Heallih and Environment
= MNow that spent nuclear fuel is there (in Ontario, Quebeac,
Maritimes) it has to be dealt with one way or anoiher. Right
now it is not very safe there, it is only stored temporarily.
Mzaybe it's not in our back-yard but we still need to be
concerned that it is properly taken care of.

Impact on Spirituality
» Spirituglity to me is how we thank the environment for what it
gives us, medicines, plants and animals. This is the connection
with how we live off the land, so if S8NF storsge interrupts our
harvesting or cur access te the land, that is a lot of impact, a lot
to give up,

Social Impaci

»  Rezl economic development is very difficult without social
stability, What we often get is seasonzl work, no long-term jobs
toc retire on. Also it can hurt self-esteem when employment
ends. If we have someone siruggling (with addictions, etc.), we
need to discuss ways to solve this, in partnership with industry.
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"“We are zll responsible to future generations, it doasn't matier
who said what 40 years ago or whether or not so-and-so lied.
What matters is that it (SNF) is there and something has to be
done about it. Everyone should have their opinion heard
because if there's an accident it's going to affect people for
hundreds of miles around and for hundreds of years sfter

Economic Impact

| find it interesting (and a good thing) that nobody here is even
asking the question *how many jobs will this (DGD facility)
create?” Aboriginal people have been promised a certain
number of jobs (referring to Cameco surface lease agreement)
and it has not happened, There are other considerations
besides jab creation.

Cwnership in industrial operations In the north is impertant for
our communities to see any change, any positive growth. We
should share in the benefits/recurring incame from the natural
resources coming ocut of the North beyond the wages. Who will
ialk sericusly with us about s revenue sharing agreement?

The retreat turned out to be extremely successful and highly valuable
in terms of the relationship building fer the Nuclear Waste
Management Organization, in large part due to the personal
attendance of Mr. Anthony Hodge.



== Preparation

On October 2, 2004 a group headed up by Allan Merin of lle-a-la-
Crosse and contracted by the Sakitawsk Métis Nation traveled to
Buffalo MNarrows far 2 meeting of the Morthwest Métis Council.. The
Council, including representatives of 19 Métis communities in the
northwest Saskatchewan region, invited Mr. Morin to introduce the
work of the NWMG and the upcoming dialogue to be underiaken in the
region. A number of very good questions were raised at this initial
meeting and councilors received their invitations with sincere
appreciation and interest. Invilations were delivered to the Chiefs of
the Cree and Dene Nations in the area, with follow-up telephens
contact to encourage attendance.

As the registrations began to pour in, Sakitawak Métis Nation
President, Don Favel, began to field media calls. Interviews were
given with Missinipe Breoadcasting Corporation, Saskatoon
StarPhoenix and even the Globe and Maill Careful arrangements were
made to accommodate dizlogue participants, industry representatives
and facilitators at the picturesque Amyot Lakefront Inn near Beauval,
Saskatchewan,

| = == Opeing F‘Ies'ia_rj Sesson

Cctober 21, 2004

Sieady snowfall throughout most of the day contributed to treacherous
driving cenditions. When participants began to arrive at the Lakefront
Inn late afterncon, we were greeted by breath-taking view of Litile
Amyot Lake, enrobed In a backdrop of heavy gray sky and framed by
pines topped with six inches of fresh powder. The view was
interrupted by an on-going comedy, with half 2 dozen Blue Jays
battling 2 lone sqguirrel for control of the bird feeder. As guests arrived
and settled in, the coffes mugs were filled and everyone had a chance
to catch up on the latest news before the meetings started.

Qver forty people braved the icy driving conditions to attend the Site-
Specific Dialogue Retreat, a testimony to the level of interest in the
subject matter. The opening session began with @ warm welcome and
opening remarks from Don Favel, Szakitawak Meatis Nation President
and host of the reireat. Elder Jim Favel prayed for the blessing of the
meal, & delicious roast hip of beef dinner with all the fixings. During
the meal, we were privileged to experience the high-energy and highly
accomplished "Sakitawak Michif Dancers from lle-a-la-Crosse, SK.
The guests were invited to participate in the jigging. delighting the
children while attempting some complicated steps,

When the time came for the Keynote address, the banquet room was
completely quiet. The level of attention and appreciation that Mr.
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Hodge immediately secured from his audience was no doubt
influenced by his avid participation in the “Broam Dance’, (see video).
The moed among the participants eased further as Mr. Hodge related
in his genuine and respectful marner the intention of the NWMO to
truly listen and give consideration to participants' views.

Opening Session Highlights

The highlight of the opening pienary session was thankfulness to the
NWMO for making the effort to come and consult and appreciation for
the honesty and transparency in Mr. Hodge's address. As Tony
admiited openly that nuclear fuel waste is “dangerous stuff’, he gained
immediate respect for the NWMO and really initiated the cooperation
of the group to constructively discuss management solutions.
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| ===Dialogue Sessions

The NWMO provided twenty descriptive panels to explain the dialogue
and decision process followed by the NWMO in consultation with
Canadians. The panels were displayed throughout the main
conference room and visited by all the participants prior to the start of
the second day sessions. [n total, twenty-three individuzals
representing as many communities (Métis, Cree and Dene Nations)
picked up their retreat packages. The retreat kit contained
background infoermation on the NWMO dialogue process, NWMQO
pamphlet entitled "Understanding the Cheices” and Brinciples of
FParticipation.

The second day began with a prayer, followed by Opening Remarks
from Mr, Allan Merin, the communications team leader facilitating the
retreat. The communications team gave & Power-Fzint presentation,
oriefly introducing Mr. Morin. a Northern resident who had personally
prepared and presented a report to the Ssabourne Cemmission on the
nuclear waste management issue over a decade earlier. Facilitators
encouraged the participants that their opinions will make & difference.
that their choice to participate in dialogue will make for a better
recommendation to Parliament in 2005.

The opening presentation introduced participants to the three
management approaches for Spent Nuclear Fuel (SNF) currently under
consideration by the NWMO. The participants were encouraged to
consider the three approaches as to their potential impacts an Health
and the Environment, Social lssues, Economics and Spirituelity, The
group was aiso infroduced te the Seven Questions of Sustzinability
and Principles of Participation to guide their personal assessments.
The following pages summarize the feedback offered by focus group
participants, organized in the four categories previously mentionad.

Frepersd by Allen Morls
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Focus Group 1

Ernest Sylvestre, Michel Village

Emile Desjarlais, 5t. Gearga's Hill

Paul Montgrand, Turnor Lake

Feter Catarat, Buffalo River Dene Nation

Julia Ewing, Cameco Corporation

Brian Ratt, Cance Lake Cree Nation, Off-reserve
Marris Onyskevitch, Areva Resources

George Smith, Pinehouse (MN-§ Area Director, NRIill)
Jim Favel, lie a la Crosse

Pierre Chariier, Buffzlo Narrows

Jules Petit, Buffalo Narrows

Russel lron, Canoe Lakes Cree MNation
Facilitator: Gillian Thiessean

Recorder: Cory Bailey

Focus Group 2

Norman Wolverine, English River First Nation
Jules Roy, Beauval

Don Favel, lle g ia Crosse

Duane Favel, |lle a |a Crosse

Darwin Roy, Cameco

Jamie Mcintyre, Cameco

Jean Montgrand, Descharme Lake
Fhillip Tinker, Pinehouse

Ambrose Maurice, Sapwagamik

Leonard Raymond, Sled Lake/Dore Lake
Don Montgrand, La Loche

Facilitator: AHan Morin

Fecorder: Melanie Wildman

Faris of Focus Group 2 were recorded in Dene, Cree and Michif
languages, along with the translations.

Methodology

The focus group format was selected to bring the size of the group
down to 2 mare effective level for detziled and in depth interaction
in the subject matter. Each person in the group was encouraged to
make remarks on each subject. The following statements were
recorded on large format flipchart pages in view of the entire
group. The report authors have paraphrased from summary notes
recorded during the discussions. Each group reviewed the naotes
and agreed to their accuracy.
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Impact on Health and Environment

Rapid changes in community and environmental health have been
taking place in the north. The utmost concern was expressed in all
sessions for maintaining the health of the global environment.
Discussion of nuclear energy in consideration of alternative
scurces of energy was brought up more than once. The intimate
relationship betwesn the health of the local people and the hesalth
of the local environment was clearly pointed to as essential for
sustainable communities in the north.

= Considering the long-term health effects on employees of
uranium mines — what do we know about this? Would a SNF
storage facility not have an even greater impact on health than
the mines?

» We nesd to be abie to assess the potential environmental
effects and potential hazards to (deep geologic) stored waste
from natursl disasters or geological/climate changes

» | have seen the weather patterns in the north completely change
in the last 30-50 years (ocne generation) and | think it's related
to the industrial aperations.

= | have seen a positive example from the Fisheries Department,
where & problem was identified by local people and Fisheries
responded immediately to resolve it, If it is possible for
Fisheries to have a positive response to local concerns, then it
has to be possible for other departments teo alsa listen to us.
We are out on the land and we see the impacts of different
developments on the wildlife, plants, migration, water quality
and all kinds of things. Also, we have been around long enough
to know if samething has changed over time — we know fram the
old people what it was |like over the years. This is valushle
infermation,

= We need more information about the specifics of deep
geological storage before we can really assess the impact on
our hezlth or the environment.

= There is a lot of traditional knowledge abaut environment, about
animals and climate changes,

* | have also noticed changes over one generation, in the animal
and fish populations and some changes in weather patisrns.

* Whatever it is that causes a drop in the animal population orin
the fish population, it means loss of our cultural/iraditional
practices, and restricts our traditional diet. These changes can
resuli in health declines. More people have disease now,
because they don't eat off the land,

= When we can't hunt enough to feed ourselves from the land, we
start to eat more off the store shelves and this has affected
health. |f the SNF storage happens out here and it further
reduces our animal populations, this will have a negative eifect
on our health. b

= | know more people with diabetes now and | also hear about
more thyroid problems — we did not have these before industry
came inte the north. Some of the health effects of industry are
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indirect, just from the change in lifestyle when we take jobs in
the mines. We work and then eat "fast food” and so cur health
condition has really changed.

With Eldorado, the mine shafts were covered up with screens,
dirt, more dirt and we weres told this was going to work and be
safe. Well now the dirt has all settled and the shafis are open!
The environmental impact study at the time wasn't done right -
Its costing more now to fix what was not done properly in the
first place — the contamination and problems resulting are what
we now have to live with — no matter who comes in to take
responsibility it for it, ultimately we residents of the north have
to live with the consequences.

So for SNF, how can we Be sure that what we are being told is
right? How can we make sure everything is done right and that
there are no mistakes?

We have come a long way since the 1940°'s and 50's. We sse
now that industry has been held accountable for their actions.
The siream has changed just from the mining activity, We don't
reglly know what (DGD) of spent nuclear fuel would do. |t could
bring in & lot of money and little impact, or if there was an
accident, it could be devasiating.

Now that spent nuclear fuel is there (in Ontario, Quebec,
Maritimes) it has to be dealt with one way or another. Right
now it's not very safe there, it's only stored temporarily. Maybe
it's not in our back-yard but we still need to be concerned that it
is properly taken care of.

How is the power going to be generated to meet the increasad
demand all over the world? China, Japan, Korea, Russia all
need more electricity, that's going to take a lot of coal and
desiroy the environment, maybe more dangerous to the
enviranment than storing spent nuclear fuel.

Right now the #1 source of energy is coal — Over 50%, nuclear
is 16% and hydro is 15%.

But cozl is one of the |largest emitters of carbon emissions that
really damages the environment and affects health — global
warming.

Right now there are 430 nuclear power plants. 30-40 in
planning and 30-40 in construction. There are 22 in Canada.
17 are cpersationzl and the others are being refurbished.
(Industry rep. comment in response to a question).

The coal industry has paid money to Greenpeace to spread word
that uranium is bad.

Uranium city is still not cleaned up - it's 3 mess — governments
{pravincial and federal) are fighting over who should pay for the
clean-up. In the mean time, we live with the contamination and
the effects of the environment. | think more peaple are sick in
the north because of the acid lakes, | know the fish have
disease there.

What do we do with our tailings in Saskatchewan? Are they
dangerous? Where can we put them? Safety of animals is
important to me in this,



Finmal Repart to the MWMO
Morthwesi Seskalchewan Site-Specific Diglogue 10

It doesn't make sense to send the waste back to Saskatchewan
(DGD), it is foo dangerous to transport 1t so far, what if there is
an accident and it spills? The impacts would be devastating to
the environment.

We are a global economy neow, all family members in one living
room. We have to think differently - we have to consider how
our actions and decisions affect everyone in our global
community.

Our discussicns here have global implications for sure,
Everyone should be concerned about safety, there are some
safety issues with temporary storage, serious issues with
moving the spent nuclear fuel waste to a central site, even
though there has been testing done, how will we ever be sure
that this won't leak?

Even though things are puzzling we have to keep going, we
have to be able to look &t these things and try to make our
comments without knowing what will happen, We have to be as
careful as possible to consider all possibilities and think it
thraugh.

| am concerned about safety, How can we be sure, is there
same quarantee that this spent nuclear fuel won't leak for some
reason? They are talking about very long term storage. What's
to szy the DGD won't be hit by & quake? | was 8 and-a-half
years at the Cluff Lake mine handling high grade and low grade
uranium ore, As a result of breathing that ore dusi, | have bad
asthma now; | believe it is from inhaling the ore dust.

Hezlth and economic impacts of the mines are negative — we
have more sickness now that there are developments than the
old people had before the mines.

The impacts on the Dene Nation - Qur natural resources are
maost important to us — for example — whoever built this hotel,
the Amyotl, meant to use it to their benefit. What if, in the fuiurs
the government wants to sell the water from the lake to the
United States? They could do it without consulting the Amyot,
and they people whe built the Amyot would not have the benefit
of the lake, That's how it will be for us if some DGD storage
facility goes up — there will be impacts in many ways that are
important to us.

Environmental conditions are changing — the weather in the
north has changed, there is not as much snow anymore and we
have even had ternado warnings! That never used to happen in
lle & la Crosse that you would have a tornade warning.
Canadian Shield is not solid rock — there are fractures and
water flowing through. | drilled 10 years at Grezst Bear Lake, |
had experience in the 50's and wore a Geiger counter.

The bird population is way down, muskrats are down, rabbits are
down,

People are ealing less from the bush — people are not out
trapping. i

There are no white ptarmigans anymore — the bush used to be
full of them.
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Freparad by Allen Merin and Gilllan Thies=zen Jznuary 200

The frogs are all gone — we used to se=s the big bullfrogs dead
on the road zll the time - lle a la Crosse has lake on cne side
and muskeg on the other side — there used to be many frogs
crossing the road — we don't ses those fregs anymaere.

| think the frogs have died out because of the zcid rain, because
of the industry (forestry and mining). Can we expect more of
the same if we take on DGD in the north?

All the smaller animals are disappeaaring.

| caught a fish and the gut was cancerous — comes from the
contamination from industry. gets into the water and then to the
wildlife,

It's ironic that the radon levels in Regina are higher than in
Uranium Gity.

Yes, my son wears a gauge to determine radioactivity levels. |t
has never gone off in the mine, but at his friend’s father's
garage In Saskatoon the gauge went off.

| suffer with asthma now since | warked in the mines,
Pollutants from industry have increased the number of pecple
with asthma in the north.

Diabetes is 2 huge health problem in the North.

Obesity is a health problem now too, now the psople drive
everywhere, they are not in shape, they drive even just to go
downtown. Mot a good impacet for our health,

Most health problems that occurin Uranium mining occur
because of safely issues. | haven't heard of too many people
dying of cancer really.

But spent nuclear fuel is a different story. Must ensure
standards that are currently used in Uranium mining are also
used in spent nuclear fuel to reduce risk to workers and
community.

We can detect radiation easily. There are reports manthly,
annually to monitor radiation levels that we get. (Indusiry rep
camment)

What are the long term effects of high radiation exposure?
Elevated eancer, thyroid problems, and congenital defects. |If
close enough to high level radiation, death in a fraction of 2
second.

There are things you can't control. In France — some
communities have higher cancer rates — there is a possibility
that people bring radiation in from the mines (boots. gloves,
clothing).

There are pelicies against this (wearing clothing frem the mine
out into the community). There shouldn't be transfer of
radiation to communities,

| have seen people coming heme fram the mine in Cluff Lake in
overalls. In Buffalo and |la Loche airport in coveralls and rubber
boois. Theres they are in their dirty coveralls and rubber boots —
it's not supposed to happen, but | have seen it myself. How
much risk is there of spreading contaminants in the community?
A DGED facility must use the same safety measures used in the
North by the uranium mining sector,

5]
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Frepared by Allzen Marin and Gllilan

What would a leak of spent nuclear fuel do to our environment?
f there was radiation from storage site — what would that mean
to the gcosystem?

What's to say that underground water is not affected by deep
gealogical disposal? Or also if it was airbarne?

When | was a kid, | knew of people who died afier suffering a
long time with cancer, But now people die, who used to work
out there in the mines — they go really fast. There are no
animals around the (Cluff Lake) acid spill. There was no
compensation paid there. How many trap lines are gone as a
result? The animals still have not come back there.

| am overall satisfied with the risk to personal health from
industry, haven't seen elevaied levels of cancer in the area.
Uranium City is an envirenmental disaster! Acid, arsenic lakes,
flow into other bodies of water. We made deals 20-30 years
ago and we have to live with it now, nobody is taking this on io
clean it up and here we live with the impact,

As for health, my health is not as good as my father's was at my
age — he was a traditional resource user — took an aspirin a day
and lived to be 80 in goed health — me | have a suitcase full of
pills to take and | am cnly 68,

Alcoholism used to be killing our people — now we have sobered
up but have become sick with different things.

DGD deals more with long term solutions. In Finland, they have
permanently stored their waste in DGD. They have virtually
eliminated the long term options.

In Yucca Mountain, one of the issues is leskage in 1000 or 2000
years, How do we know for sure that can’t happen? Also we
have only used 20% of the energy [in the waste], so why
dispose of that 80% remaining energy. |t's not possible to use
today, maybe it will be in the future. |t would be gooed to have
the cption.

What are ether countries using for nuclear waste disposal?
Finland, France, Sweden, The U.S. (Yucca Mountain), Russia?
There are 20 — 30 nuclear states, each couniry has committed to
finding their own sclution to spent nuclear fuel.

Have there been computer simulations done of spent nuclear
fuel in terms of safety cver 100,000 to 150,000 years?

The U.8. has spent over & billion dollars studying long-term
waste disposal. They have looked at the risk.

It's just not sensible to transport the SNF out here for DGD or
for CSS.

| think Deep River will likely be the site of a nuclear reactar in
the north — it's a channel, not actually a river - the water flows
beth directions — this has been discussed as a potential site for
a nuclear reactor — lots of water.

Our concern is of the impact on the environment - hunting,
trapping. For example, when we had the acid spiil on the Cluff
Lake road, everything went pale and yellow, there was nc plant
growth on the other side and it was covered up 20 years ago.

higssen JdENuETY 2006
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Impact on Spirituality

The effects on Abariginal spirituality were tied very closely to
perceived and potential environmental dangers. Indeed, there was
a large amount of overlap across all topics, but it was the
fundamental belief that we are part of the environment and will
ultimately be accountable in all aspecis of our lives for its misuse
that underpinned the discussions,

Our spirituality is not ‘religion”, it occurs when we are in touch
with the land, when we are out on the land, we feel good about
ourselves, we know who we are.

Everything starts with family., We teach our children but, you
know, they make their own decisions, Family is the main thing
when you come to the north.

We make a practice of consider traditional knowledge passed
down from our elders, this is still an important part of how we do
things, how we make decisions.

Spirituality for me means 2 "Sound mind in a sound body”. We
nesd contact with the land to keep & sound mind and to be able
to hunt and fish to have sound bodies,

When people come to the north and see the land they think is
not being used. In the south they use food banks to feed the
hungry, but in the nerth, the land is our food bank — we use it
and care for it and it sustains us.

Dollars (economics) are not the way we |ook at hunting, fishing
and trapping. We do these things beczuse this is what we know
and love — who would we be without our traditional practices?
Even if it doesn't pay much, some of the old people still trap
because it's their life and their spirituality is included in that
trap line,

The only God we're really accountable to is Mother Earth. |f the
SNF sirategy disturbs Mother Earth then it will impact our
spirituality in &8 negative way.

Will our traditional knowledge be useful in terms of the
environmental problems the world is now faced with?

“We can pray for the dead, but we must fight for the living".

It is important to have access to the land, even if supplemented
frem other sources. If we don’t have our traditional foods then
there days we can go hungry.

We need moose, caribou, beaver. Has the government (SERM)
given consideration in the 20 km firefighting radius around
communities? Qur traditional hunting routes are valuable to us
too.

The residential school impacted my spirituality, | was told |
was not good engugh. | couldn’t speak Dene. | was punished

for that. Today | am proud to speak Dene. My mother was a

medicine woman. | use the traditional medicines now. These
are things we need to pass on. |f SNF disposal in the nerth
changes my access to traditional medicines | will have lost all
cver again, These things are valuable to us.

Freparsd by Allan Marin and Gillian Thiessen January 2965
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= We say we are appressed. Pecple don't believe it because they
don't realize it. We need our traditional knowladge., MNon-
Aboriginagls don't realize the impacts on our food, spirituality,
family ties being brokesn.

* |tis up to us te fix the problems that result from our loss of
identity and traditional ways. How can we get industry to slow
down? We zll must consider our way of life and centuries of
beliefs. We must express to industry because they don’t really
know how this has impacted us,

= We set a limit of fishing traditionally. So, if we (northerners)
don't use a |zke for a while, then the government thinks it is not
being used, and gives it to anglers. lt's our way of
caonservation, but the government doesn’t respect that we are
stewards of the land.

» We are mzking some headway, slowly — so we can educate
industry/non-aboriginais, as stewards of the land one of our
responsibilities is to educate government, industiry and the
general public.

» |ove of the land = Love of your mother. She provides for you.

| Without that you are nething.

' = For example, My Dad was & resource manager. He patrolled on
foot, knew all the trappers and fisherman. He |loved and

‘ - respected the land. If you respect the land, it will respect you
back. It will provide for you. | broke a tree branch. My fathear
was very angry. Why was he so angry? Becszuse it wasn't
necessary, |t was wasteful.

‘ » Someone |eft two moose on the lake., We don't know whao did it
— white, Métis, Cree, The issue is that we use up resources for
fear they will be taken away.

| = One thing teught to us by observation was to take pride in what

you have — to be able to use it now and in the future,

= MNow we have outfitiers who get appraved from the south, and

| we have no say. This impacts our spirituality.

= Sevenly years ago, the lifestyle of the people was hunting,

fishing, trapping. Now ii is reversed totally from how we used to
| live — we used to teach cur children the way of life, but now we

' don't teach it.

= Mow our ecosystem has changed because of climate change,
and climate change has happened because of industry. As a
result it affects our spirituality and lifestyle. There has been no
compensation to us., We are struggling because of government
policy.

*» You can pray all you want but you have to be willing to stand up
and act for yourself and for future generations.

= Qur {raditional routes and waterways are adversely affectad by
Frimraose (Air Weapons Range) — so what could happen if there
was Deep Geological Disposal in the North?

» (etting out on the land is getting close to God (away from the
devil) t's the smell of the fresh air, the pezce, the mind settles
out there, no stress, no bills to pay out there - bills we have to
pay in town create stress and then we end up with medication
for our hearts bills=pills,
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We live in faith — life is chance.

We are a global family, we all need to care for each other.

| think its good that we are not concerning ourselves here with
jobs that might be created by the waste storage, we're glad io
be talking about the scocial impacts, the environmental cost, the
spiritual impact. _

As people of the land, to lose the land means we lose part of
ourselves. |If we wind up unabie to go cut on the land because of
the spent nuclear fuel storage — this would afiect us very desply
— more than just g simple matter of moving us or telling us to
stay away from the place,

How does SNF issue affect our spirituality? We will pray more it
doesn’t leak!

Social Impaci

Discussians of society led directly to children and future
generations. Aboriginal elders feel an obligation to provide their
youth with 2 northern community in which they can practice their
traditional ways and still earn competitive salaries. Sustaining

. successful communities in the north begins with educatien,
throcughout this session the elders repeatedly expressed the desire
for educational opportunities based on factua! information and full
transparency.

“We are all respensible to future generations, it doesn't matier
who sald what 40 years ago or whether or noi so-and-so lied.
What matters is, that it (SNF) iz there and something has to be
done about it. Everyone should have their opinion heard
because |f there’s &an accident it’s going to affect people for
hundreds of miles around and for hundreds of vears after. We
need to make 2 decision that can be changed in 100 years or
whenever we |learn & way of getting rid of these bundles. If we
can repair some of the damage done then great, but we have to
make sure we don't de any more damesge. And it doesn’t matter
whose fault it is because it's everyone's respansibility.”

When | think about the future, it's the population growth in the
north that scares me. We have a housing shortage — we never
thought we would be dezling with homelessness in the north, but
that's whai's going on in pur communities,

It is up to us to give thought to inform the next generations,
based on our knowledge and experience.

The impact on our communities from industrial development on
our children and our territory must be carefully considered.

Our elders are worried about future generations. Spent Muclear
Fuel will impact us all, no matter where or how it is stored, We
den't have enough knowledge.

It's not right that some people make the money (froem the sale of
the uranium) and then others get stuck with the waste.

We have choices io make — choices about power,

Freparsd by Allen Morin end Giilian Thiessen Janusary 2003



i

hwest Ssskaichewsn SBite-Speacific Diglogue 18

pari tothe HWAMO

i

t all comes dawn to this: we have {o have power.

There will only be maore demand for power in the future, cur
communities are dependent on power — we have been having a
lot of power culages and everyone just goes crazy — there is
chaos in the streets when the power goes cut

Maybe we could try to use less power,

Technolegically we might be prepared - but socially we are not.
As a younger person, we take our parents and elders heliefs and
then we add other ideas, and our children will do that teo. From
my beliefs o my children’s belisfs. What are our aliernatives?
There has to be a building of bridges for young people to
develop their own views, io carry on traditicnal ways in new and
difierent ways. They have new respect for both traditional and
non-aboriginal ways. They think in both worlds,

Even if the SNF is stored elsewhere, it will impact us from the
unknown aspeacis.

We need to inform young people — this is what is happening. It
iz upto you to decide.

Even my father who iz mare then seventy years cid, impacts
their family and community.

Economic development is very difficult without social stability.
Seasanzal werk, no leng-term jobs to retire on. The result is that
people don't do budgeting or spending on their homes. Also it
can hurt sgif-esteem when empleyment ends.

Look at the role models in cur communities. Parents,
grandparents, elders, teachers all say different things, some
have negative impacts. Who do the youth listen to?

Along with economic development has to be social development.
If someone is struggling with addictions eic, need to discuss
ways to solve this, so communities are aware in partnership with
industry,

Industry ofien sess only the positive, but it is learning that they
can have a profoundly negative impact tao. For example, how
extended families work when only one person gets employment.
This problem happens sl arcund the weorld with globslization.
We need 1o learn how to deal| with negalive effects.

| remember when Cameco promised 70 jobs in Pinehouse and
fold us that “yellowcake” is safe enough te eat. Now we Know
that neither was true.

There must be dialogue between communities and industry to
determine and discuss social impacis and to build {rusis.

We nesd to consider how we make decisions. Individusally,
communally, holistically, by everyone? All impacts and
possibilifies must be considered. Regional verses community.
It can’t be the single community affected by SNF, but everyone,
MNeeds to be discussed as Northern people because it affects all
of us as piayers. Most of cur values are similar - Dene, Cree,
Meétis. We need to work together.

Qpportunities for advancement provide self-esteem and activity.
There will be less social problems in our communities with
increased activity and waork related responsibilities. This is
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some of the potential positive impacts of new jobs because of
SNF stcrege in the north,

* There is a fear of the unknown — and rightly so — consider how
nuclear technology was usad in the 50s and 80s. | have a fear
that new knowledge will show that our current beliefs about the
safety of nuclear waste will prove to be wrong in the future,

Just like what was believed to be fact in the 50's is considered
grossly inaccurate now,

= | would like to see more consulting sessions with communities.
to give us more information.

= The timelines of SNF are so great — 100,000 te 150,000 years —
which is longer than the time of humans on earth — older than
the time of the Neanderthals. Longer than the time of human
civilization.

= Whatever decision is made now, may mean that fuiure
generations don’t have the ocpportunity to think about the issue.
It may make SNF out of sight, out of mind.

= In our communities, we neesd to have youth services,
Education/physical activity/training facilities are lacking in
northern communities,

= We have 2 responsibility to Canadians and the rest of the world,
to world youth, Canadian youth that we help make the decision
about SMNF.

» The welfare trap is something we struggle with in the north, we
have & hard time with this — it is spoiling our people io be
dependent on government.

* We want jobs, we want to work — our people are good workers,
hard workers.

= Traditional land use does have an economic value, we just don't
often calculate the doilar value or think of it that way.
Mzainstream decision making is all about the dollar value — we
just don't think about our land that way — its something we can't
put 2 price on.

= Unless Aboriginal Canadians speak up with our values (in
contrast with the values of the mainstream) we can't expect io
see things change in the decisions and choices that are mads.

= We have to be willing to stand up and take direct action.

* | am concerned for the future of our children — our young
population here in the north, We have a growing population to
think about, Any issus that affects our young people and future
generations in the north is important for us to have information.
We need to be involved in the decision making. 3

* When new industrial developments come in, we have to be able
to ensure that there are benefits to more of the people.

= We are taking education more seriously in our communities — we
want to make sure we get the beiter jobs.

» We need more training in the schools in the north to prepare
students for higher level jobs — we need to increase the math
and science skill levels.

* Training should take place earlier than it does for new jobs that
come up in the Maorth.
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We need to seek the management positions in the mines and we
will look for better positions in any new indusiry that comes in.
Cigar Lake is a good example of moving Aboriginal people into
the better jobs — there is a process in place and this is
happening.

| am concerned sbout the elderly. What do they have to live
on? We have tc maintain access to traditional resources for the
Elderly and industry needs to know about this.

t is fine for industry to ensure health and safety in the mines,
but we must ensure hezlth and safety in the community as well.
How is this spent nuclear fuel going to be transported? |s that
possible?

It Is technically possible, but is it socially acceptable?

Safety for environment and people is more important than
having a place to dump this stuff. It has to be safe, we are not
a people and a place to be experimented on.

It 1= good that we are having this discussion — but we are not
educating the public. How can we ensure that this information
we are talking about gets to the community?

What mechanisms do we use in réspect to communication of
safety, ete?

| know the community gets monthly updaies from Areva, but not
Cameco,

We need to have the time to talk to people — to communication
in an open diglogue. We should do this 2gzin 1o share what we
have learned.

We need to get the message from NWMO about the choices of
SMNF management into schools.

| faver the idea of Reactor Siie Storage, but | am concerned
zbout the peopie in Oniaric having to live with i1, It's not akay
for us just to say we don't want it (SNF) here {in the north). It's
important te think about the other peopls that will be affected by
spent nuclear fuel waste,

We need to hear the truth about it and tell the truth — industry
has not been telling us the {ruth.

We have to look out for the whole global community.

We need to look for the values behind the choices, opinions and
actions and seek to infivence those values through visiting each
other and talking — we need muore dizlogue — need to bring more
decision makers here to the north to see the land and tc meet
the people, so that they will begin to value the things we valuse,
The idea that you should not bite the hand that feeds you means
we don't speak out about the concerns we have with industry or
we will lose the jobs,

)
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Economic Impact

5

A sustainable and thriving community must have g basic level of
infrastructure and opportunity for expansion. A major concern
during economic discussion was the lack of funds remaining in the
north from the billions taken out in the natural resource industries.
The inability to acquire necessary goods as well as 3 lack of
access to services was alsoe highlighted. There is a lack of trust
between indusiry and nerthern residents that must be addressed
before equitable economic solutions can be realized. The
willingness of northern pecple to work with industry and their belief
that success can be achieved in northern communities through this
partnership was clear,

= Since the mines are in cur backyard, then maybe we should
consider taking the SNF. '

= |iwe had a nuclear reactior we would be self-sufficient into the
future,

» There are industries operating in the north, forestry is going on
in the north, mining has been going on for years but the benefits
to the nerth are questiocnable. It's hard to get the things we
need for our communities in spite of all the industries operating
arcund us, even if the corporations make billions. |f we need &
school or a hospital it's hard for us to get these things.

» They want us te get into spraying herbicides on our wild rice - |
won't do it — this is all coming from the big chemical companies
that want to sell their product. (This is part of the influence of
industry on our traditional ways, it is hard to resist the pressure
of industry, including the nuclear industry if it were to come into
the north. How might this industry put pressure on the way we
live and work?)

= We need to talk about revenue sharing with indusiry, so that our
communities can grow and support the needs of the people
(housing, schools, health care).

= ['ve got nothing against the mines — people are making 2 living.
but the Abariginal people are the losers... the communities in the
northwest are the same way they were sges ago. The banefiis
of indusiry are hard {o ses.

* The international community is a system everyone's in, It's a
globzal econoemy now and we have to move forward within it.

= |f impacted, by SNF, Northerners should be consulted and
negotizted directly, not through third parties, as has happened
often in the past. For example, we were not a part of the
[uranium industry] dialegue on the revenue side,
Miscommunications occur because communication often goes
through the government. The impacts are very real, with money

 flowing south, instead of staying in the local community.

= A nuclear storage site and a reacter would be a tremendous
economic impact and would have to be prepared and consider
what it will do in terms of impact.
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Aberiginal pecple are |laid-back people, we are not aggressive —
if you are not aggressive you won't get anything in this world.
Or do we continue in the north with 80% unemployment? Would
that mean we take away opportunity for our youth for the future?
The social and economic development has to work side by side,
or neither works.

The impact of uranium on our econamy has been fairly goaod in
terms of employment, sourcing and land use.

Responsibility in Canadian/Aboriginal governments; mutual
investment financially, including consultation.

If spent nuclear fuel comes in, we must ensure that we obtain
employment opportunity — But we must become the owners of
such a facility,

Qur children are not being trained in the scientific careers —
engineers, managers — we get the blue collar jobs, the grunt
work and the lower paying jobs.

We must have ownership or a bigger share in the economic
activity.

For example, Forestry gave out resources, then we had to pay
to buy in for only 10% - not enough. If the government can give
Millar Western 850 million dollars to come in, they can give the
communities money. We need bigger shares — not give away
resources and then be forced by the government to buy them
back! We need revenue sharing that's equitabie.

Procurement for the mines — security, catering. etc. There is no
procurement in the technical services, such as canisters (far
storage of high level waste). High tech — if we open industry to
the north, we need to increase the technical capability to supply
to industry to ensure employment opportunities are greaier in

the norih.

The government comes in, tekes our tax dollars, forces northern
people to beg for resources for economic development.
Revenue should be direct from the mining corporation te the
communities — not laundered through the government.

Nuclear industry already has planned polluter pays policy. So
spent nuclear fuel is already funded. The government does noi
need to pay out. So maybe communities can be more directly
impacted economically.

| can see positives from a deep geological disposal site in the
north. A Joint venture, Long term jobs for the north. We are
geing to have engineers and doctors. Qur youth are
employable,

Work in the north is hard to find. It is time to lock at a joint
venture regarding spent nuclear fuel.

Northern Saskatchewan has 53 impacied communities from
uranium mining.

How do you include all these communities in a joint venture?
What would the pelitics be? A Compensation deal for land

Users? Soland users can bensfit as weall. :

When industry comes in, it comes in fast and hard, and there is
no time to adjust. No time for training cur people, so
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southerners are brought in and northerners are shut out over the
lang-term.

= Thare will be a divide for and against. Some pecple will sse
SNF storage elsewhere as an economic less to Northern
Saskatchewan.

= Deep Geological Disposal where the uranium comes out would
have the greatest social and economic impact on Northern
Communities.,

* 5 uranium mines here hire 1300 people, 780 are northerners,
Areva is 300 people and 170 are northerners.

= Also, what would we pay for electricity? Would we pay less?

= At Bruce, 3500 people operate the 6 reactors. As new
technology comes on board, Westinghouse, etc., Capital costs
are getting low encugh that it is economically viable to build
new reactors. They are viable for 50+ years, whereas coal
plants have a much shortar life.

* Hydro needs damns which are not good for the enviranment.

= How acceptable is a nuclear reactor and spent nuclear fuel to
our traditional ways?

= The McArthur River mine cost 450 million dellars, 1 reactor
cosis about a billien dollars.

= Cameco spends about 130 million dollars a year in cperations,

' About. 70 million goes to northerner companies.

* Most communities are our partners. We need to create more
opportunities. Trust, acceptance are important.

= Certain industries need to be developed for the maximum
number of people to benefit.

» Cameco has 15 areas of services — underground mining.
aviation, trucking, catering (8 millicn), security, environmental
services, construction, labor services.

» There are other opportunities, like limestone, diamond drilling,
hydro electricity.

» We need to develop the networks. We need to base things on
facts. So more people will be ok with it

= We need to generate some home based opportunities.

= The big companies could assist the northern communities to
have & future — to give us something to lock forward to.

» Shouldn't have to fight far equity regarding financisl
benefits/employment opportunities.

* Breach of trust in the past causing concern for potential
Benefits; how long will they lasi?

* Spin-off benefits: food supply services, laundry services,
hospital/health care should provide more wages and
oppartunities in cur communities,

= No more resource mining leaving the Northern people without
tangible benefit. '

= Can’'t change what's been done, but can change the way
Abariginal people are involved/affected.

» | would like to see some econemic benefits for Morthern
communities, not only the cities (Prince Albert or Meadow Lake),
but lle 2 la Crosse, Buifalo Narrows, La Loche.
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Money is not returning to communities because there is nowhere
to spend it, The wage earners go to larger centers to spend
their pay-cheques.

There has been a general lack of attention to Nerthern
infrastruciure.

Wheo are we economically developing? The wages are spent in
the south. We are not seeing the benefits in the north as much
as we should.

We have to keep a balanced focus, maintaining priorities of
environment/heaith/economic. Not just economic. It's not good
to harm the environment simply to create jobs for people.
Aboriginzals should start pushing back and defending our needs
for cur cultural practices before the promise of jobs.

We should build up the local community ic suppert the needs
(everydaylenirepreneurial) of the people whose land is being
affected.

| am concerned less about job creation than about the
achievement of mutual respect between community and industry,
sustainability of our communities, and to secure recurring
income through revenue sharing.

€00 of 700 people hired from Northern Saskaichewan are
Aborigina| (Camecao).

€87% of workforce to be from the north by 2013, Currently at
58% (Cameco),

Environmental mismanagement in the beginning has caused
irreparzble damage around some of the mine sites,

Mew policy must be upheld according to publicly presented
rpolicy, and adhered to, with independent observers to make
sure,

Imprevement on mine acceuntability must continue.

Mining companies' financial responsibility to the communities of
the north must be ensured.

We need to know what is going on in the board rooms,
transparency of policy and the risks and rewards for each
industry or development.

Increased interest in education among Northern youth, more
drive for the careers,

Frovide opportunities through education in schools; schoal
system programs foer northerners to be employed in the good
jobs in the north.

Higher level of education must be provided to open mining
industry for Aboriginal youth.

Eelief in Aboriginal skills/potential.

Cluff Lake providing educational programs for future
generalions,

Narthern training centers have been promised. This is impartant
50 our young people don't have to go so far from home far
training.

The reward of new jobs in the north does not make up for harm
to the environment.

Business is good — okay for people to be emplayed, for industry
to expect a profit.
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* | want to see a real commitment to revenue sharing!
independent body to monitar.

= Ownership in the companies is important for our communities to

ee any change, any positive growth. We should share in the
benefits coming cut of the resources in the Narth more directly
than just to have some people earning wages. The workers
spend their wages in the cities, in the south anyway — it doesn’t
have the direct benefit to the community.

* Environmental Quality Contrel (EQGC) people are put in place to
maonitor the mines, but since we are appointed by government,
we really can’t speak up - if there is a spill or some kind of
issue, we really can't talk about it openly — we have to state the
company line, If these people were independent it would be
more effective, then the public could feel maore canfident in the
reports, if it is monitored by an independent agency.

* Mitchell report (Cluff Lake Inquiry) says industry should be
revenue sharing and have technical scheools in the North.

= Services procurement for industry should result in more income
for northerners wherever we can obtain the contracts.

= "Morthern Suppliers receive 60 million per year from Cameco™.
including (joint ventures): Mudjatik, NRT. Athabasca Catering.

* | find it interesting (and a good thing) that nobody here is even
asking the guestion "how many jebs will this create?” Aboriginal
people have been promised a certain number of jobs {referring
to Cameco surface lease agreement).

» Cameco submits employment stats quarterly to Sasklearning in
La Ronge.

= Jobsincrease, moneay increases,

* Self esteem increases as long as the employment lasis.

* But then we eat differently and diabetes goes up.

* We start to drive everywhere and won'i walk at all any more,
inactivily makes the diabstes problem worss.

= We have our housing and our cable T.V.

= Our expectations have changed since we have had more cash —
we expect to drive everywhere and people are getiing sick.

= We used to piace more value on exercise and physicsl fithess.

» We need money to have meetings — conferences.

= We need capacity to participate in decision making in Canada —
need to be informed at conferences like this and need fo have a
chance to give our input — this all takes resources - who will
pay this cost?

* We need more northern participation — there is regionzl
disparity in the input and decision making we have a lot to
centribute and believe our input will result in better choices
being made at the end of the day,

* Where does the money go? The employees of the mines take
their wages and go to the cities in the south.
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it is important for First Nations, Métis and non-Aboriginals to get
together in one meeting because what we are talking about
affecis us all, nof just one person or group in a community, We
all live next door to each other — we need ta be able to discuss
together. This is good.

it is good to have dialogue with nerthern residents, because we
have the relevant experience, but then there needs to be follow-
up; implement our advice!

It makes it easier to discuss nuclear fuel and uranium when we
can trust that we are given accurate, honest information. It is
good that Mr. Hodge was honest with us, because we know that
uranium is unsafe — we have been told lies about the safely of
(yellow-cake) by the mining companies.

Qur environmental "advisory committess” (co-management
boards) have no power — we give recommendations and then
government goes ahead and does what they want anyway — ws
are not being listened to.

It is important to establish mutual respect between industry and
Aboriginal peoples, that when our co-management boards give
input, or the Environment Quality Commissions give input, this |
is respecied. i
Uranium mines are in our back-yards, so yes, we have i
something to say about spent nuclear fuel.
| recall debates in the past on this topic and others — Canadians ,
have an advantage over other countries, we try to be open to

debate, discussion. For example, Russia is dumping their SNF

waste in the ocean and there is no public discussian of it.

| have 2 let of concerns, we have to act now or we will have ;
mere preblems in the future, its good that we have come .
together to discuss these things. :
We have got to be serious about these issues, there are
dangers and there are things we need to be aware of for
ourselves, |t's good that we were asked to give our comments,
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J ==& Conclusion

The overriding mood of the dialogue sessions was of appreciation for
the opportunity to learn and discuss the proposed management
approaches and to lend an experienced perspective to the NWMO
decision making process. The remarks herein have been paraphrased
from the recorded session notes. Though they reflect the opinions of
the participants, they do not capture the sincerity and emotion
expressed by everyone involved. Atoning for past mistakes was not
as important as providing a secure environment for future generations.
Discussion always slipped back to social and environmental health
and concern for whomever was burdened with the spent nuclear fuel
(SNF). Owverall, transparency and squal consideration of Traditional
Knowledge were paramount issues.

| ===Recommendations

Throughout the sessions several personal recommendations were
made., Thess were not offered as final solutions, rather, they wers
suggestions to be considerad for further discussion.

*» Environmental Quality Control (EQC) people are put in place to
manitor (the mines), but since we are appointed by government,
we really can't speak up — if there is a spill or some kind of
issue, we really can’t talk about it openly — we have to state the

company line, If these EQC’s were independeant it would be
more effective, then the public could fesl more confident in the
reports,

» Dispose/store used fuel in the region where it was used (RS5).

*» |f the French (Areva/Cogema) owns the uranium mines in
Canada, maybe they [France] should take the waste, People
won't feel comfortable if they (the French) have no stake in it,
The French should be responsible for dealing with the waste.

» There should be no more uranium mines until we know how to
safely dispose of the waste

= Why don't we use our own northern uranium and have our cwn
reactor to produce our own power in Northern Saskatchewan.
Then we generate electricity all over Saskatchewan.

* Relocation of the waste is not a2 solution for past mistakes in
dealing with the nuclear materizal,

= Always take the time to talk te people, to communicaie. Open
dialogue is respected.

= We should do this retreat again with one student from each
community.

= | would personally like to see that the SNF be left in Ontario.

= We should looks at having another session to continue this
dialogue. This was very good.

* Yes, and bring in traditional resource users.

m
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Minister upbeat about Sask. mining future

askatchewan’s minister of
industry and Resources is
upbest about the prospects for
nineral development in
Saskatchewan, Thers's & lot of
enthusiasny, and the junior compa-
ries are having a lot of siicoess
atiracting investment capital,” Hon.
Lrie Cline told Opportunity Morth at
the racent SiR Gealogical Survey
Open House in Saskatoon
"it's been 20 years since we've
szen this level of activity” he said.
“Uranium prices are up and the
lang-term autlock for the industry is
very strong, sa | feel it's a sustain-
able industry,” he said,
“Cold and potash are also recon-
ering from 2 period of lower prices”.
However Cline savs we must nat
forget about other metals like copper
and zinc, far which exploration is
still i aslump. “We must be care-
ful not 1o put ail our eges in one
basket,™ he says, L
There's also gond patential for
saskatchewan diamonds, and com-
panies have spent $100 million to
date developing diamond proper-
fies,” said Cline. Kensington and
shore Gaold have each spent about
220 million this yvear, However, it

Cline (Teft) with Shore Gald%s Ken MacNeill and

costs abaut $700 million to bring a

diamond mine to praduction, and Cline
cautions that we're not there yes

He stressed the province’s commit-
MENT [0 geoscience, in partnership with

he Assembly of First Nations [AFR,

oncontract to the Nuclear Waste
Managernent Organization, is holding
public consultations across the country
ity the disposal of post-reactor nuciear
WRSIE,

They were in Prince Albert Nov, 30,
The NWHWO also visited Beauval In
Qctober for a two-day workshap with
west side Métis groups, :

Nuclear waste is the material that is
left behind after most of the reactor fuel
has been burned to produce heat. The
heat Turns water inte steam, which turns
turbines to produce electricity,

The Nuclear Waste Management
Clrganization was formed after 10 years
of 10 years of panel hearings in the
1990s. It is funded by the nuclear power
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the Geological Survey of Canada.

Muclear waste storage
With public consultations going an
inte long-term storage of post-reaciog

producers.

The power is generated at nuclear
power plants in Ontario, Cushes and
MNew Brunswick. The waste is storad
under water in special pools for up ta 10
years, allowing the radicactivity to
“cool” somewhat. Then it is transferred
into:concrete and rainforced steel can-
tainers, designed to last for 50 years. No
decision has been made about what to
do with it after that. The material remains
radioactive for a very long time,

MWD is loking at three gptions:
storage deep in stable rock formations;
extended storage at the reactor sites: or
centralize storage, which could be above
or beiow ground. The group will consid-
er ethical, social, economic and emviron-
mental faciors as well a technical ones.

nuclear waste, Cline was asked for his
views 0n the topic. He said it’s a very
emoticnal topic, and sa far none of
Saskatchewan's three political parties
hias embraced the idea. “Any such
development wauld have to be com-
munity-driven — its not something the
gavernment could Impose on anv-
one” he said. It would have lang-
term implications.” Cline suggested
we should also investizate mors
reprocessing of reactor waste,

He suggested perhaps uranium
could be lezsed rather than sold, with
the respensibility for eventual waste
storage reraining with the ariginator.
This would all need a great deal of
discussion,

As Tor a reactor in Saskatchewan:
“Given the size of current reacior
designs, there’s not much call fer
auclear power in Saskatchewan,” ha
said. "They would generate more
power than we need, and there’s il
the costly question of distribution”,
il in Saskatchewan

The news that Oilsands Ouest will
drill for oil on: the Saskatchewan side
of the border does not mean the Fart
MeMurray boom will be expanding to
Saskatchewan any time soon, says
Cline. “In Alberta the il-bearing sira-
ta are 200 feet deep and 500 fest
thick. In Saskatchewan they are 500
feet deep and 60 feet thick. So far they
have nat proved to be economically
rriineahie”.

znd CEQ jerry Grandey has indicated
that Camece would be happy to do the
studies and the education, and work
with the public, provided the govern-
ment would be comfortable with it He
said there are potential economic bene-
fits; and the money would be shared
with communities.

The issue of permanent storage for
nuclear waste was discussed in the sarly
1990s by the Meadow Lake Tribal
Council. Seme member bands cppesed
it, and it was not pursued,

Canada bas 1.3 million used fuel
bundles in short-term storage from 35
years of nuclear power generation, This
material would fill a soccer field to the
neight of a four-drawer filing cahinet.
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