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Advisory Council to the 
Nuclear Waste Management Organization 

 
Record of Discussion: June 16, 2025 Meeting  

 
Record of discussion of the meeting of the Advisory Council to the 

Nuclear Waste Management Organization (NWMO) / 
Société de gestion des déchets nucléaires (sgdn) 

 
Convened in Toronto, ON  

commencing at 9:00 a.m. EDT on Monday, June 16, 2025 
 
Advisory Council Members Present: 
David Cameron  Council Chair 
Donald Obonsawin  Vice Chair  
Monica Gattinger Member  
Lance Fugate Member 
 
NWMO Staff Present: 
Laurie Swami President and CEO (items 1-10) 
Piet Asbeek-Brusse Senior Legal Counsel (items 1-10) 
John Beauchamp Senior Director, Siting Projects, Operations (item 6) 
Lisa Frizzell VP Communications (items 1-10 & 12) 
Joe Heil Vice President, Indigenous, Municipal Relations & Transportation 

(items 1-10) 
Dakota Kochie Director, Government & External Relations (Item 8) 
Monica Kumar Dhoat Manager, Board Services (items 1-10) 
Doug Taylor VP & General Counsel & Board Secretary (items 1-10) 
Allan Webster VP Regulatory Approvals (items 1-5) 
Jeff Quick Chief Financial and Risk Officer (item 7) 
 
Guests: 
Pat Beauchamp Hill & Knowlton (item 8) 
Celia Milne Triennial Report Writer (item 12) 
 

1. Constitution of Meeting / Approval of Agenda / Land Acknowledgement 
 
The Chair called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. EDT.  
 
The agenda was agreed upon as written. The Chair provided an Indigenous territory 
acknowledgement.  
 

2. Safety Moment 
 
Joe Heil provided the safety moment, highlighting the vital role water plays in our lives while 
emphasizing the importance of staying safe around bodies of water, especially during the 
warmer months. 
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3. Approval of Consent Agenda 
 
The Chair brought the consent agenda items forward for consideration. The Advisory Council 
reviewed and approved the Consent Agenda subject to minor editorial revisions. 
 
The following items were approved under the consent agenda: 

• March 24, 2025 Minutes and In Camera Minutes  
 
The information items on the Consent agenda consisted of: 

• Advisory Council Actions from previous meetings 
• Standing Reports and Updates 

o 2025 Workplan 
o Next Meetings of the Advisory Council 
o 2026 Draft Meeting Calendar 

 
Management agreed to allocate time on the September agenda to discuss coordinating 
meetings with relevant government agencies,* and to have an offline discussion with an 
Advisory Council member regarding the 2026 draft calendar.*  A Council Member highlighted 
some editorial corrections in the March Advisory Council minutes.  
 

4. Item 4 was held In Camera  
 

5. Preparing for the Regulatory Decision-Making Processes 
 
Management provided an update on the status of the strategy regarding the regulatory 
decision-making processes.  
 
Management noted that the recent changes in the federal government have resulted in a 
significant number of changes at a government level and NWMO is working hard to position 
itself to work through any potentially significant changes in the regulatory regime.  
 
The Council discussed the complexity of the federal Bill C-5 and the Ontario Bill 5 and the 
possibility of the CNSC leading the regulatory process for the project, as well as how the duty 
to consult may play out in respect of the project. 
 
The Council discussed the importance of the national projects list in the context of the proposed 
legislation and the Council would propose that the NWMO advocate strongly to be included on 
that list but the Council noted that there are of course advantages and disadvantages to being 
on the initial national projects list. The Council did highlight to Management that the NWMO 
has many strong supporters and the NWMO should not hesitate to utilize all voices of support 
for the NWMO projects.  
 

6. Item 6 was held In Camera  
 

7. Item 7 was held In Camera  
 

8. Item 8 was held In Camera  
 

9. Item 9 was held In Camera  
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10. Annual Letter to the Minister  

 
The Council discussed the annual letter to the Minister of Natural Resources Canada. 
 

11. Item 11 was held In Camera  
 

12. Triennial Report - Introduction and Background 
 

Management reviewed the requirements and proposed timeline for the Advisory Council’s 
Triennial Report, with Celia Milne joining the meeting to begin supporting the Council in 
writing the report. 

  
 
The Chair declared the meeting terminated at 4:25 p.m.  

 
(*) indicates action items.  
 
Dated the 22nd day of September, 2025 
David Cameron 
Advisory Council Chair 


